By Mike Ward

hen business slowed because of the recession, Michael
-\ ; -\ /- and Wendi Ezgur had what they say is turning out to be
a great idea—get a motorhome, take their children out

of school and hit the road for five months.

They left their home on the north shore of Chicago April 3 and
headed south and west, hoping for the family trip of a lifetime. And
it has turned out to be just that.

“It’'s one of the best decisions we ever made,” said Wendi.

The Ezgurs are part of what seems to be a growing number of
families educating children on the road, putting homeschooling on
wheels. There is even a name for it—roadschooling—and a website,
www.familiesontheroad.com, where families share their experiences.

Some families with school-age children are full-time RVers, but
the Ezgurs haven't gone that route. They will be back in Chicago
in late August so their children can return to public school, after
missing the last two and a half months of classes.

Michael Ezgur is a lawyer and real estate developer, and Wendi
helps companies create innovative products and services. They
have three children, Aidan, 11, Charlie, 8, and Rosie, 6.

Both Michael and Wendi grew up in Chicago and, Wendi said,
they probably spent more time traveling in Europe as young adults
than they spent sightseeing in their own country. So they decided
this recent lull in business was the perfect time—and their children
were just the right age—to explore the U.S.

Their first thought was to rent an RV, but they found that rent-
ing the type of big Class A motorhome they wanted would be very
expensive—$2,500 to $3,000 a week. So they bought a 35-foot
Forest River Georgetown, and are towing a Toyota Prius.

Hosted Events

Wendi set up a website to record the trip in stories, photos and
video clips and lined up sponsors to pay a small portion of the cost.
One sponsor, Geico, chipped in with funds for the Ezgurs to host
a few lunches and ice cream socials at RV parks. Through these
events, the Ezgurs have amassed good will for Geico’s RV insurance
business and met a lot of RVers.

Before pulling their children out of school, the Ezgurs consult-
ed teachers to find out what would be covered in the remainder of
the school term. They have made keeping up in math a priority and
have turned the whole trip into a learning experience that goes
beyond what the children could have learned in the classroom.

Wendi said she asks the children to pick out something that
especially interests them at
each stop and then learn
and write about it. The key
to education, she believes, is
to find what you are pas-
sionate about and learn all
you can. “If you don't instill
the love of learning,” she
said, “what do you have?”

The first stop on the trip
was the Lincoln Museum at
Springfield, Illinois, after
which 11-year-old Aidan
wrote a letter to President
Obama  expressing his
thoughts on the visit: “One
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Aidan Ezqur finds time to read on the road.
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A visit to NASA's Johnson Space Center in Houston was one of the highlights of the
Ezgur family's cross-country trip.

exhibit that really caught my eye was the Hall of Whispers. It had
voices of people criticizing him (Abraham Lincoln) and showed
the political cartoons of the day. 1 wasn't aware of the harsh criti-
cism bestowed upon Lincoln. Things like that probably happened
to all the presidents and I bet it is happening to you too.”
Eight-year-old Charlie wrote about the museum visit, too, and
was particularly struck by the defense of slavery by Lincoln’s polit-
ical opponent, Stephen Douglas. “Douglas was 100 percent in
favor of slavery,” Charlie wrote. “He thought that if you bought
slaves you could do whatever you wanted with them because they
were your property. He never felt bad because 1 think he thought
slaves were pets.”
...First Glance continued on page 6.

DON'T LET TODAYS EGONOMY
KEEP YOU FROM YOUR DREAMS!

The professional marketing representatives of BPG are on staff 24
hours aday 7 days a week to help you get into an RV as fast as pos-
sible regardless of your past credit or current debt ratio problems.

If you are a seller of an RV and having a problem selling your asset
because of the present economy, our representatives are on staff
to show you a unique way to get you out of your RV now.

Sell your RV or boat at little or no cost!
Buy a RV or boat regardless of past credit!

Call Us at 877-791-2612
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